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EXPLOSIVES DISCOVERY — AUSTRALIND 

714. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I thank the Premier for his offer and I accept it, but I have a supplementary question. I am not asking about 
operational issues; I am asking about public safety and security issues. Does the public not have a right to know 
what precautions are being put in place and to have all of that information made public so there can be some 
reassurance that these matters are being managed properly? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I do not know the full details of the investigation, and nor should I. I can assure the Leader of the Opposition that 
public safety has been paramount in this matter and I have absolute confidence in our police to handle the 
situation. There is the obvious threat to public safety that I am aware of. The opposition needs to take these 
issues seriously, as I do, as this government does, as the federal government does and as the federal authorities 
do. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Does the opposition think it helps improve the situation for the public by politically 
speculating and seeking, as it does, to gain some sort of political notoriety out of a serious issue? Again, 
understand that this is a very serious issue with a major investigation underway right now. I will not speculate on 
or air publicly what is taking place, given that my knowledge is far from full and that it does not need to be. I 
have confidence in both our state and federal agencies and authorities to deal with the matter and, as I say, I am 
very prepared to provide a confidential briefing to the Leader of the Opposition. 
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